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New ideas for inside and out

Much Ado about Mulch
The Original Mulch Block,
coir mulch is 100% organic,
biodegradable and renewable.
Gardeners, landscapers and
horticulturists will find the
Original Mulch Block saves
water, protects the garden
from heat and cold, and is
easier to carry, store and use
compared with conventional
unwieldy, messy bags of
wood- and bark-based mulch.
The Original Mulch Block
is made from a byproduct of
the coconut (coir is the natu-
ral fibre of its husk). The coir
is compressed into a block
about the size of a phone
book, which makes it light-
weight to carry (about four kilograms),
easy to fit neatly into your car and con-
venient to store in compact places. Its
packaging is fully recyclable and the
block’s compressed form will not grow
mildew in storage. Follow the directions
to hydrate the block and you’ll end up
with about the same amount of mulch as
a conventional 15-kilogram bag.
Because of the Original Mulch Block’s
sponge-like composition, it absorbs and
holds five times its weight in water,
thereby saving watering requirements up
to 50% compared with conventional
mulch, and it better
insulates plants and
garden beds from
extreme heat and
cold. It maintains
moisture through-
out all seasons. To
learn more about

the Original Mulch Block and to find a
retailer near you, visit the website at
www.originalmulchblock.com.

Get Unstuck
Homeowners in the GTA should certainly
welcome Jig-A-Loo to area retailers. The
Canadian-made product is the world’s first
‘lubripellent’, a lubricating spray that is
water repellent. Unlike other lubricants,
Jig-A-Loo contains no oil, grease, wax or
detergent, so it doesn’t stain, stick or
smell. It stops squeaks, unsticks just
about anything, protects against rust,
prevents freezing and is water repellent.
It works on wood, metal, glass, leather,
fabrics and most plastics. It can be used
to waterproof clothes, sports and camp-
ing equipment.

There are multiple uses around the
home, cottage, workshop and garden.
Anything that gets sticky or rusty will
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benefit from a few sprays of Jig-A-Loo.
You can even give the bottom of the cat’s
litter box a spray to make the clean up
easier.

Jig-A-Loo spray can be found at
Canadian Tire, Rona
Hardware stores around the GTA, and
retails for about $8.00.

and Home

Go Green with Recycled Paint
Boomerang recycled paint from Laurentide
Inc., the leading manufacturer of recycled
paint in North America, is now available in
Ontario. The Boomerang collection offers
quality paint in a rich palette of trendy
colours inspired by nature, designed to suit
your style and to be consistent with home-
owners’ desire for more environmentally
friendly products.

Boomerang products are manufactured
from unused, recycled domestic paint and
stain, and meet industry standards for
quality, while providing great coverage,
easy application and a durable, easy-to-
clean finish. In addition, the volatile
organic compound
(VOC) content of
Boomerang brand
water-based paints
(90 g per litre) is
significantly lower
than Environment
Canada’s 2008 stan-
dard (250 g per litre
for recycled paint).

The paint sells for half the price of
equivalent-quality new paints. Boomerang
products are sold for approximately $15
for a 3.78-litre can and are available in
more than 30 paint, hardware and build-

ing materials stores in Ontario. To find a
retailer near you, call 1-800-567-9481 or
visit www.boomerangpaint.com.

A New Retail Experience

A unique new retail concept has recently
arrived in the GTA. Talize fills the gap
between discount stores and second-
hand shops by offering the best of both
worlds under one roof. The stores carry
a mix of 80% nearly new and 20% new
goods at deeply discounted prices, a
retail model not yet seen in Canada on
this scale.

Talize purchases the majority of its
nearly new merchandise from charities,
thereby supporting their fundraising
efforts. It also works hand-in-hand with
the communities where they are located
by offering collection programs to any
organization, school or group wishing to
raise money for a cause.

The company has a strict standard for
the items and will only stock merchandise
that is fashionable and has no rips, stains,
missing buttons or parts. New merchan-
dise, like brand-name bridal gowns, hotel
furniture and stationery, is acquired from
manufacturers and liquidators and sold
below regular retail value.

Stores are typically 20,000 square feet
in size and merchandise includes adult
and children’s clothing and shoes,
housewares, linens, books, makeup,
furniture, toys, jewellery and accessories.
Vintage, brand names and designer fash-
ions are frequently found on the racks.
The newest location is at 3100 Dixie Rd.
in Mississauga. Check out Talize at
www.talize.com. ¥
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