
dence, you cannot effectively paint over
tired linoleum in order to extend its life.
The first time Junior rides his skateboard
through the kitchen, you’ll see why.
� Sealed cork, popular in Europe for
decades, is finally gaining acceptance
here at home.
� Ceramic and stone tile are other
options well-suited to cottage style,
especially when paired with rush mat-
ting, coir, sisal, or my favourite, seagrass.

Furniture
Although no single style of furni-
ture wholly expresses cottage
style, certain characteristics are
common. In general, furniture is
unpretentious, often made local-
ly, with detail carving either kept

to a minimum or done ‘loosely’, some-
times with more enthusiasm than skill.
� Indigenous woods such as pine,
beech, poplar and maple are frequently
used and suit the casual nature of cottage
style. When stained, they are most often
treated with a light tone or bleached.
� Painted wood is equally appealing
and has the benefit of introducing
favourite cottage colours such as mint,
coral, pale blue, navy, raspberry and

it comes to a weekend
escape, location is everything. How then
to improve on the convenience of a city
home that idyllically captures the perfec-
tion of a cottage? An enticing blend of
serviceable style and weather-beaten
charm, cottage style is a soothing balm
for urban stress. 

Most cottages are gathering places for
families; vacation homes where industri-
ous laziness (bending to dead-head spent
geraniums or lighting up the barbecue) is
dutifully rewarded with time off for loaf-
ing and leisure. Eliminate the pesky two-
hour drive Friday nights (and the bookend
performance Sunday evening) and create
a home that welcomes and revitalizes
weekdays and weekends. 

Here’s how to bring that cottage feel-
ing home to the city.

Flooring
Cottage style is easy to recognize thanks
to its relaxed, carefree attitude, but its
casual veneer conceals the hard-working
surfaces and furnishings that make it
trouble-free to begin with. Flooring not
only has to be quietly purposeful, it also
needs to be easy to care for and able to
stand up to wear and tear without strain.
� Varnished hardwoods like maple
require very little maintenance beyond

sweeping and occasional mopping, and
they can take anything your roller-blad-
ing teen or bike-riding toddler can deliv-
er. Add an area rug of faded florals or
braided rags and you’ll dampen some of
the inevitable noise and introduce some
of the intrinsic charm that cottage style

is known for.
� Linoleum is another great
option but don’t kid yourself, if chil-
dren, pets or high heels are in resi-
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You can bring the 
feel of the cottage 
home to the city.
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