
INTERIOR DESIGN

Universal design is
about environments and products

that are usable by all people who are pay-
ing attention to sustaining the world’s resources. It

also embraces colours and styles from around the world.

Environments. Homes in many areas are becoming smaller, with more
efficient floor plans based on flexible designs. This allows for multiple uses within

the same space. These flexible spaces are able to adapt to a family’s needs as it grows.
There are many common universal design features. Some of these include no-step

entries, one-storey living, doorways that are up to 36 inches wide, and hallways that are
36-42 inches wide for easy movement from room to room.

Greater floor space, floors and bathtubs with non-slip surfaces, thresholds that are
flush with the floor, good lighting and rocker light switches and lever door handles also
fall under the theme of universal design.

Products. More and more today, consumers are asking not just about a product’s price,
quality and availability, but where and how it was made. Their concerns are with the
underlying costs – the social, environmental and health 
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home technology for 2006.

B Y  C A T H E R I N E  F A N T A U Z Z I

THE TREND TO

designdesign
Universal

Spring•Durham-pdf file  4/26/06  3:23 PM  Page 31



implications of its manufacture, distribu-
tion, use and disposal.

‘Environmental’ or ‘green’ designs are
now household words. New earth-friendly
and user-friendly products are showing up
regularly in stores, showrooms and build-
ing centres. Many consumer concerns
focus on the environment, economy and
health, but also on comfort, quality, dura-
bility and longevity.

‘Green’ homeowners value energy-sav-
ing design, the use of non-toxic materials
and the application of efficient techniques
to construct a more cost-effective home.
They want interior surfaces made with nat-
ural materials from sustainable resources
that are easy to maintain, affordable and
recyclable. New materials made from high-
tech composites with long life expectancy
and durability, as well as recycled materi-
als, will continue to be used, along with

synthetic materials in various combinations.

Colour. Colour has gone global. The
prevalence of saturated shades suggests a
deep yearning for understanding and toler-
ance of our differences. Opulent exotic
colours strike dramatic contrast with more
familiar heritage tones. Saturated jewel tones
and earth tones reflect world travels, and
adventurous and exotic living for those
desiring an environment that is reminiscent
of other cultures. Botanical colours offer a
palette of bright, saturated colours that are
reminiscent of the tropics. These combina-
tions of vibrant and alive hues relate to
nature.   b

■ Catherine Fantauzzi of First Impressions

Decor is a Certified Interior Decorator and

Design Consultant. Call 416-937-4152, or

visit www.firstimpressionsdecor.ca.
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